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Message from our Principal: Mrs. Ahlam Moughania  

Dear Parents, Students, and Community Members,  

Assalamu Alaikum!!! Greetings and Peace be Upon you All!!!  

As we celebrate the closing of the second quarter of the 2009 -10 school year, I hope that everyone is re -energized and 
looking forward to more success in the third and fourth quarters.  

At Star International Academy (SIA) every student is a priority, and our goal is to ensure that all our students meet or 
exceed the academic expectations as set forth in the Michigan Core Curriculum. SIAõs curriculum is designed and imple-
mented with all types of learners in mind, and with the core belief that all students are capable of learning and achieving 
their full potential if given the opportunity. SIA teachers and administrators are dedicated to ensuring that each and 
every student receives the individual attention and instruction that he/she needs to reach their full academic and social 
potential. This is done thru ongoing data collection and analysis to identify the high priority areas and to design and im-
plement programs and activities that address those specific needs during and after school. A few examples include but 
not limited to are the English for Language Learners (ELL), the after school tutorial program (ACE) and the Friday tutor-
ing.  

Studies consistently show that parental involvement is key to student success; and we count on the continued support of 
our dear parents to provide our students with an optimal learning environment and experience. I encourage parents to 
take advantage of the various volunteer opportunities available at the Academy. If you need more information, please be 
sure to check with the main office staff or your childõs teacher. 

Last, I am pleased to share that SIAõs  sister Academy Universal Academy  has recently and successfully gone through a 
rigorous 3 -day review process by a third party consulting group that was hired by our authorizer, Oakland University as 
part of the re -authorization process. Though weõre not surprised, the review process described the schoolõs management, 
the Hamadeh Educational Services (HES) as an outstanding organization whose educational program, system and 
strategies are among the best practices for any school system. Thanks to the collaboration and dedication of HESõs staff 
and administrative team, UAõs Board of Directors, students and parents who played a key role during the site visit by 
sharing their data and best practices as part of our quality program.  WAY TO  GO  TEAM!!                

Salams and blessings to our dear parents, students, and staff!  

On behalf of the administrative team, I extend great pride and admiration in our studentsõ continued efforts to excel 

and reach for the STARS they truly are!   Parentsõ continued support of SIAõs high expectations for student achievement 

in academics and character significantly contribute to our shared successes.   High school teachers and students have 

exhibited their risk taking IB traits in embracing high standards as shown in their mid -term assessments with the ACT 

Quality Core program.   Both teacher and learner   analyzed mastery level of learning to revisit strategies for learning 

success.   A select group of our 8th graders successfully represented SIA as one of the 13 schools selected nationwide 

to participate in the National Assessment of Educational Progress.    Which much excitement school wide for the Sci-

ence Fair, hypotheses, experiments and speculations about winning projects are the   buzz around the school. A huge 

THANKS to all parents supervising the experiments at home!   Further, your support of student lead service learning 

projects such as our Food & Coat Drive, Hats off for Cancer Awareness, and the astounding success of the Change for 

Haiti drive truly reflect the international mindedness fast growing among our students in elementary as well as secon-

dary, as they extend helping hands to their immediate communities and to children in need across the world.   It is our 

shared relentless dedication and genuine commitment to childrenõs academic, social, and character development 

which will empower our youth to tackle the challenges facing the world.    

A special shout out to our diligent  and goal oriented 11th graders.   Thanks to the dedicated efforts of  department co-

ordinators and counselors in  providing ACT òPREP on Fridays, YOU will ROCK the ACT/MME in March!  Iõd like to rec-

ognize the dedication of our dual enrollment and AP students as they continue to excel and balance demanding sched-

ules.   The senior class is truly soaring as they compete for university scholarships.   Thanks to their proactive guidance 

of their counselor and support of their teachers, seniors have already been awarded numerous scholarships which 

means we will be congratulating them on surpassing their goal of earning $750,000.   You have shown great determi-

nation seniors!  I wish you continued success towards your ambitions as you prepare to be the most accomplished 

senior class SIA has graduated yet!       Ahlam Moughania, Principal 

Message from our Superintendent: Mrs. Nawal Hamadeh  
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL UPDATES 

 Kindergarten : The kindergarten students just went on a field trip 

to the Detroit Science Center and enjoyed exploring a variety of ex-
hibits. The students watched a movie called Animalopolis at the 

Imax Theater. The students had an outstanding time!  

 
 

Good job first graders !  We have more than half our first graders reading at or 

above grade level this quarter.  This proves that practice makes perfect.  Please re-

member that reading at home everyday is very important.  

 

 

The second graders have grown and  accomplished many exciting things  throughout the second 

quarter! They worked with geometry, descriptive papers, energy and motion and their place on 
Earth! Keep up the great work second graders!!  
 

 3 rd  Grade has set had an inquisitive Quarter 2 as we set sail exploring the early 

days of the United States, identify the cause and effect of various situations, and 

classify objects according to its energy source.  Congratulations to the 3 rd  grade 

classes who earned their marble jar parties and to who was an IBO winner from 

3A!!  
 

The 4th Grade  students have shown a great deal of creativity, interest, and 

excitement over our HERO writing essays during Q2.   Fourth graders 

have explored the science matter unit  through experimentation,  movement, 

and group activity.  
 

The fifth graders have been busy writing detailed observation reports, practicing several differ-

ent types of division, exploring the formation of the colonies,  and studying the human body.   Be 

on the look out for our  Human Body Models  and Living History Museum this spring!  
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Mr. Ray Mroueh: Assistant Principal & Athletics Director  
 

Our school wide spelling bee was a success and we congratulate our K -12 th  grade classroom win-
ners.   We have four students whom are going to represent our school in the State Charter, good 
luck to all four!      

 

Winter sports are underway for our teams, as well as organized sports against 

other charter school.   Parents are encouraged to attend all home games, posted 

in our school bulletin boards.  We need continued parental support as we priori-

tize developing our student athletesõ academics, character, as well as athletic 

skills.  Athletes will only participate in practices and games if they maintain academic progress 

and are in compliance with school expectations and guidelines throughout the day and during af-

ter school activities.  Good luck to all  our  STUDENT athletes!  
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DEPARTMENT NEWS 

ENGLISH : Starõs English department has been hard at work focusing the 

curriculum on higher -order thinking skills.   We are now focusing on analyzing, 

synthesizing, and evaluating information.   We are pushing our students much 

more than in the past, and the results are starting to show.   With assessment 

focusing on writing, the hands of our students are starting to cramp, but the 

quality of their work is so much stronger than ever seen before!  
 

MATH: The work of all our students in mastering the concepts of Mathematics has 

been outstanding thus far, and we are grateful for all the effort the students are 

putting forth.  Quarter two contained some of the most difficult mathematics Starõs 

students had ever seen whether it was Integration in AP Calculus or bridge building 

in Geometry. yet they showed they were up to the challenge.   
 

HUMANITIES:  6th grade students did a wonderful job researching their dif-

ferent Olympic topics for their debate.   The debates were presented with great 

enthusiasm and focus from the students!  Our 7 th graders created their own 

country and displayed their work in the gym with great pride.   Our 8 th grade 

students displayed their IB skills by way of communication through writing let-

ters during the Civil War era.  The 9th graders discussed  how immigration and 

industrialization can affect a city's layout.   Students in Civics demonstrated logic and knowledge 

of congressional districts in gerrymandering simulations, and sharpening research skills by creat-

ing Supreme Court mini posters.  
 

SCIENCE: The Science Department wants to greet all of you, and to remind everyone that the 

Science Fair is òaround the corneró so to speak. It will be in the Library, where we 

will invite everyone to visit and see the best of the best!  The 6 th  grade students did 

a wonderful job on their Biome project. 7 th  grade students constructed models of 

homes run on alternative energy sources.  8 th  Grade General Science just fin-

ished a four chapter unit on Chemis- try, wrapping up with an extremely success-

ful unit test!   

 

WELLNESSñ 
Ms. Jennifer Hofer 

I would like to report our Fresh Fruit and 
Vegetable Program for K -5 th  grades has begun 
and we are hearing a lot of great comments 
from students, staff and parents.   Also, our 
department has received new 
equipment that will help us 
increase our productivity and 
allow for better service to the 
students.    

 

PERFORMING ARTSñ 
Mrs. Heather Falvey 

I had the pleas-

ure of working 

with the 5D -8D groups this quarter 

in Performing Arts.   Each class im-

proved their teamwork skills and 

used their creativity to push towards 

the performance goal.   Congratula-

tions to all the classes for their hard 

   work.   Voila!  
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 TECHNOLOGYñMs. Sara  
 Mrozowsky & Ms. Krista Wiley 

This quarter technology has 

excelled.  High school stu-

dents have utilized technol-

ogy in real -world manners 

through creating Public Ser-

vice Announcements, bro-

chures, newsletters, broadcasts, and web-

sites.  Middle school Techno -Jamz have 

used information technology as well as de-

sign technology to create projects and pres-

entations to be proud of.  Elementary tech-

nology integration is really taking off, famil-

iarizing students with computers, while 

completing assignments that help them to 

better learn information from their ELA, 

math, science, or humanities classes.  

SPIRIT WEEK 

January 11thð15th, 2010 

Ms. Lynne Bozeman :  

T-shirt design 9 th  grade: Student are creating 
personalized t -shirts using the internet pro-
gram called wordle.net.  Still Life drawing 
and shading 6 th  grade: Students were intro-
duced to still life drawing  Grades 1 st , 3 rd , and 
4 th  are learning techniques such as, printing 
and designing shapes( landscape drawing,  
painting, 2 3 dimensional art)    

Mrs. Melanie Castellese:   

5 th  grade  students created their own story 

books based on the artist Claude Monet, 7 th  

grade  students learned about Vincent Van 

Gogh, and created a textured still life based 

upon his work.  8 th  graders  created large un-

derwater scenes represent-

ing  different types of Japa-

nese artwork, 9 th  grade  stu-

dents created one water-

color painting and one ab-

stract acrylic painting.  

The Interior Design students  utilized three 

dimensional designs, creating full models of 

houses.   

 �6�,�$�·���+�L�J�K���6�F�K�R�R�O���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V��

showed their spirit by partici-
pating in the annual spirit 
week.  The schedule was:  

 Monday ���������·�V���	���������V���I�O�D�V�K�E�D�F�N��
 

 Tuesday : Twin Day!   Wednesday : Professional Career 

Day!  

 Thursday : Jersey Day!  
 Friday : Class color Day!  

GO FALCONS!  
 

Our teams have received several awards so far 

this year. Our biggest prize so far has been the 

girls middle school volleyball team who won 

their conference trophy. Also recognized for 

their athletic skills have been in 12th grade who 

received the honor of football all conference 

player, and in 9th grade who received the all 

conference player award for girls varsity volley-

ball.  We also held fundraising games for cancer 

research on January 12th during a girls varsity 

basketball game and on January 19th during a 

boys varsity basketball game. All proceeds from 

these games will go toward benefiting cancer re-

search.     

Mr. Bowdan Sawka,  

Athletic Program Coordinator  


