
Star International Academy: 

 

Message from our superintendent  

Dear Parents, Students & Community Members, 

Greetings & Peace be upon you All!!! 

What an exciting school year it has been so far!!!  

The academy is buzzing with activities, and the 

energy and enthusiasm of our students and 

staff is so refreshing and definitely contagious.  

As you read thru this newsletter, you will feel 

proud of our students and their accomplish-

ments, ranging from academic successes to 

community service & extracurricular activities.  

Our dedicated staff continue to work tirelessly to 

maximize instruction and to help our students 

meet the state and national academic stan-

dards. 

At Star International Academy, we are con-

stantly working to achieve new academic goals 

and to reach new milestones.  However, 

throughout the years, one goal has remained 

our top priority; and that goal is providing our 

students with a healthy and safe environment 

that will optimize their learning experiment.  

Our parent student handbook has been devel-

oped with this purpose in mind, and is con-

stantly reevaluated to keep up with our stu-

dents’ needs.  I encourage all of you to read the 

parent student handbook to become well 

rounded with the academy’s policies and proce-

dures.  As always, your input and ideas are wel-

come and appreciated. 

 

In the last few years, we have shifted to a data 

driven school system; which allows us to better 

monitor our students’ progress, and to accu-

rately asses the needs of our student popula-

tion.  As new data becomes available, the school 

administration will continue to keep you in-

formed, and will assist you in interpreting and 

understanding the data.  Additionally, I urge all 

parents to take advantage of our parent portal 

website that allows you to track your child’s 

progress from the convenience of your home at 

your own time. 

 

Thank you for being our partner in education, 

and for working with us to provide our students 

with a life changing learning experience. 

Best wishes for Adha Mubarak and Happy 

Thanksgiving to all of you. 

Truly, 

Mrs. Nawal Hamadeh,  

Founder Superintendent & CEO 

In This Issue:  

¶ Updates from your studentsô classes * School News and events   *  NHS nominees  * Monthly Awards 
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Message from our principal  

Greetings and Salams to our students, parents,  

and staff!  

It is amazing to look back and reflect on all that we have 

already accomplished this quarter.  While standards 

aligned curriculum is being implemented, students have 

completed the EXPLORE in grades 8 & 9, the PLAN in 

grades 10 & 11, Scantron testing in grades 2-7, IOWA 

testing in KG and first grade, and MEAP testing in 3rd-9th 

grade!  An interactive MEAP rally was coordinated by de-

partment leaders with NHS student representatives to 

motivate students to BEAT the MEAP which featured our 

most innovative talent for October, Mr. Batell. 

I extend my deepest appreciation to synergized teachers, 

tutorial staff, and department administrators as they go 

above and beyond to reach ALL learners and engage them 

in challenging curricula.  Pride in our IB World School 

accreditation can be seen in inquiry prompting MYP les-

sons which develop students’ IB Learner Traits and lead 

students to make connections across the disciplines.  Stu-

dents begin their day with Approaches to Learning (ATL) 

whereby crucial skills are developed for success across all 

subjects throughout the day!  Inquiring parents are wel-

come to visit! 

IB PYP (Primary Years Program) planning is underway 

with dedicated efforts from K-5 grade level teams and their 

coordinator, Ms. Kristen Carulli.  Our fifth grade team 

leads the way with enthusiasm, collaboration, and creativ-

ity in planning inquiry based instruction.  Thank you Ms. 

Stiles, Ms. McPheeters, Ms. Kleit, and Mr. Cullen!  Way to 

go IB STARS! 

Our teacher of the Month in October, Ms. Osama Bazzi, 

consistently piques the interest of her students to be IB 

inquirers.  Dressing up as an eccentric French scientist to 

teach the scientific method is one example of Ms. Bazzi’s 

creativity and dedication to her students’ learning.  Scien-

teeest Buzzee is able to sustain 2nd graders attention 

through a complete lesson with hands on interactive ac-

tivities whereby students explain the process from hy-

pothesis to conclusion, all in a French accent!  Thank   

you Ms. Bazzi for having such a creative impact on      

student learning! 

Our dear parents are also to be commended for their ef-

forts in following up with teachers regularly and with their 

children on a daily basis by checking planners as well as 

providing a quiet area for homework.  We need parents’ 

consistency in this follow up to support the efforts that 

teachers and administrators are making.  In addition to 

ACE and the 21st Century tutorial programs after school, 

all teachers hold open tutoring from 3:20 -3:50.  I con-

gratulate all our hard working students who have worked 

diligently this quarter—keep up the great work!  Lastly, a 

special mention of our many STAR athletes who main-

tained academic honor roll.  You ROCK! 

 Mrs. Ahlam Moughania, K-12 Principal 



 

First Grade Team: Mrs. Ormanian, Mrs. Newsted, Mrs. Taliaferro, and Mrs. Golicz 
 

The students are adjusting well to first grade.  We are working as a 

team to create a learning environment that will help prepare us to 

meet our goals.  We are using our manners, trying to be good listen-

ers, and learning to use our time wisely throughout the day.  During 

guided reading time we are learning to use our reading strategies in 

order to be independent readers.  Reading is a big part of being suc-

cessful in first grade; therefore we are practicing our books every 

day.  We are also working hard on our writing skills.  Each day we 

practice sounding out words, making sentences, and reading our 
final work samples.  In math our classes are working on subtraction, 

addition, story problems, patterns, and setting up the calendar.  In 

science our classes have been studying the parts and the life cycle of a plant.  In social studies we have 

shared facts about our families, learned about fire safety, discovered the new world with Christopher Co-

lumbus, and learned about voting.  Keep up the great work first grade students and parents. 

First Grade Spelling Tests
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Second grade Team: Ms. Faitel, Mrs. Bazzi, Mrs. Witoslawski, Ms Herman   
 

 Greetings, from the second grade classrooms!  We have started the year off right 

and are hard at work.  In language arts we have been busy writing our personal 

narratives about a special time in our lives.  As always, we are taking time out of 

our day to practice reading and retelling.  We came in as strong mathematicians 

as you can see by our very first test grades in the graph below.  We have been 
discussing ways to count money, add and subtract numbers in our minds, and 

tell time.  In social studies we have been building our own urban, suburban and 

rural communities in our classroom.  We have learned what the differences are 

in the three communities and the characteristics that each community has.  In 

science we are talking about living and non-living things.  We can also tell you 

about shelters, habitats and how animals have special body parts to help them 

survive.  We wrapped up our quarter by visiting the Plymouth Apple Orchard where we learned how the apples 

grow throughout the seasons and how to pick the apples.  We were also able to experience the rural community 

and see how that community works together to help each other. 

2nd Grade

Math Pre-

Test A
B
C
D

 

Kindergarten : Ms. Musa, Ms. Mohamed, Ms. Schulz, Ms. Shajrah, and Ms. Fraser 
 

 In our Kindergarten classrooms, our students have been learning so many things!  In 

Reading Language Arts, the students now know the letters Aa-Gg and the sounds that go 

with them.  Also, they are learning sight words and every Friday they show us what they 

know.  Below is the data to show the students’ initial knowledge of the sight words.  In 
Mathematics, our students learned how to write numbers and identify shapes.  They also learned how to sort 

objects based on color, shape, and size.  In Science, the students learned about the fall season, germs, and 

keeping themselves clean.  We can’t tell you how excited the students 

were when they saw the germs experiment.  In Social Studies, our stu-

dents learned about fire safety, Community Helpers, and shared pictures 

about their family members.  We invited Community Helpers to our kin-

dergarten classrooms and they talked to the students about their occu-

pation.  It was really exciting and the students enjoyed having the Com-

munity Helpers over.  Our students went on a field trip to the Apple Or-

chard and were so excited about the hay ride.  We are thankful to have 

so many parents involved in our classrooms.  So, thank you parents for 

all of your support. 
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    Classroom News  

STAR INTERNATIONAL A CADEMY 

Kindergarten Site Word Growth
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Third Grade Team: Ms. Wilson, Ms. Karol, Mr. Sarhan, Mrs. Saleh  

 3rd grade has been very busy this semester!  In addition to preparing for the first year of MEAPs, we have been preparing 

our students to develop their own research and test-taking skills.  In Math, place values charts have been very useful in having stu-

dents identify the value of an assigned number.  Base ten blocks have also been valuable in allowing the students to visually see the 

values that are represented.  We have always been learning to conduct surveys and visu-

ally representing the data in various graphic forms.  Tally marks and numerical data have 

been used as a method of recording the data.  This has been very helpful when represent-

ing our data for our lab activity on forces in our Science class.  Forces have been the topic 

for exploration as students had to identify the various forces acting on an object.  They 

were also to explore and explain how forces can affect the speed and direction of an ob-

ject.  In Social Studies, students explored the state of Michigan by looking at its physical 

attributes using their mapping skills.  They also distinguished between the characteristics 

found in the Upper Peninsula and Lower Peninsula.  In Language Arts, students practiced 

their pre-writing strategies, as well as working on distinguishing between nouns, verbs, 

and adjectives.  Syllables and long vowels have also been used to help develop their phon-

ics skills.  Overall, this has been a very busy and exciting year for 3rd grade as we are be-

coming more acquainted with our students.  
 

 

Fourth Grade Team: Ms. Aldrich, Ms. Priem, and Ms. Safah 

The fourth grade classes have been working very hard and are continuing to make 

progress in all subject areas! 

In math, students have been introduced to their Everyday Mathematics Textbooks. 

Students are focusing on polygons, specifically parallelograms, and will continue to 

explore quadrilaterals.  Through angles, vertices, and segments, students are capa-

ble of explaining what makes a polygon, as well as examples of non-polygons. 

In social studies students are taking journeys across the world through Google 

Earth!  Technology has been integrated to allow students to focus on different re-

gions and locations as they put on their Geographer hat!  They are busy learning all 

about the many sites to see across the world in terms of landforms (volcanoes, 

mountains, seas, etc.).  Students connect human interaction with the environment 

and discuss the positives and negatives that humans bring to earth.  

For Language Arts, the fourth graders have been improving on their grammar skills that assisted them in writing their com-

pare/contrast essays.  Each week the students are tested on their spelling units found in their vocabulary textbooks.  Students have 

also been placed into reading groups and have received their leveled reading books.  Our theme this unit is Journeys! As we focus on 

comprehension skills and reading strategies, students will be working collaboratively and individually during reading weeks.  

Last, but not least, science!  Students are learning all about habitats as they move into ecosystems and food chains.  As a class, we are 

breaking down ways in which living things react in order to survive.  Animals play a large role in food chains and in food webs. As 

we continue to link these topics together, students will be asked to create a Habitat Ecosystem as they explain the roles, needs, and 

environment within their ecosystems. 

Check out our reading strategies and how we are improving using our CARS lessons. 
  

Fifth Grade Team: Mr. Cullen, Ms. McPheeters, Ms. Stiles,  and Ms. kleit 

This quarter has been very exciting for the 5th grade!  We were very busy this quarter preparing for MEAP and learning how to get 

along in our classes.  In English Language Arts we have been focusing on reading strategies and have spent the majority of October 

working on our mystery narrative books.  In science we looked at ecosystems and spent a day at the University of Michigan Dearborn 

hiking through their nature preserve to see the ecosystems in real life.  Be on the lookout for your 5 th graders social studies project 

which is on display in the library.  The Native American houses that were researched and 

built look great and really helped the students to see how the environment shaped the 

lives of these people.  Finally, in math we are continuing to focus on the mastery of mul-

tiplication facts.  Below you can see a chart showing the growth of your students from 

the beginning of the year until now. We are doing a fun program called Jedi Math to help 

them improve in this area, ask them if they are a Jedi yet and see what they say!  We are 

looking forward to Ms. Marquartôs return in November but will be sad to see Mr. Cul-

lenôs departure.  If you see him in the halls wish him well and thank him for all his hard 

work and commitment to your children. 

3rd Grade: Vocabulary Test Results
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We have been very busy challenging ourselves with new and exciting things.  We are so proud of the progress 
that our students have been making; everyone is working so hard to achieve greatness.  We have put the 
MEAP and scantron tests behind us, and are looking forward to seeing the results of our hard work.  As this 

quarter comes to a close, next quarter promises to be a great experience, 
we are almost at the finish line.  Your behavior and academic achieve-

ment will not be overlooked.  73% of Sixth and 72% of the Seventh graders are achieving an 
A or B.  The remaining students are working very hard to do better.  I hope everyone pays 
attention to their hard work and improvement.  Be sure to take advantage of all the tutorial 

programs offered after school. 

Mr. Paul Davidson (Math Department head) 

Algebra 2 has begun the year with a clear goal, mastery of the mathematical skills needed to im-
prove the entire school’s performance on the ACT and MME, and by doing so we will ensure that the 
students of Star International Academy have the brightest future possible.  One of the programs we 
have implemented, to not only improve our standardized test scores but our overall mathematical 
academic performance, is the after school tutoring program which has seen tremendous success.  

Additionally the Friday ACT Preparation course has been embraced by the students and has seen 
fantastic attendance.  Over 70% of the junior class has attended at least one of these sessions, and 
these supplementary and completely voluntary hours spent after school will enrich our students’ 

knowledge and enhance their mathematical skills. 

Mr. Paul Davidson (Math department head) 

 Our 9th Grade US History and Geography is looking into our nation as it industrializes.  We ask the question, ―What 
are the forces behind industrialization?‖  As 10th grade learns about our nation’s government on a global scale we ask the 
question, ―What is the cost of freedom?‖  They also made a no excuse pledge inspired from President Obama's speech the 
first day of class, to kick of a successful year in social studies.  Our world is vast and diverse with its people, religions, politi-
cal systems and traditions. Many wonder and ask; how did we arrive at this point in history where such variety amongst the 

nations, people and their practices came to be? Our 11th graders have been working really hard to answer these questions in 
our world history and geography class.  Our journey is long but will strive to cover all areas of the globe in our quest to be-
come more well-rounded students of history.  And last, but not least, seniors are researching global issues and examining 

the world-wide effects that they have.  High School Students Reaching Their Goals of Aõs and Bõs! 

Ms. Cassandra Smith (Social studies department head) 
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Whatôs going on in Algebra 2 

Welcome Middle School Mathematicians  

Social Studies  - High School  

STAR INTERNATIONAL A CADEMY 

 Our Middle School Social Studies team has been working hard this first quarter to ensure student success.  We have 
been implementing IB focused instruction throughout our Social Studies curriculum.  Dynamic projects and hands on lessons 
have been the focus of this first quarter.  MEAP and class data have provided us insight to effective individualized instruction.  

With the continued support of parents, we are looking to have a fantastic second quarter! The 6th grade students have shown 
success through their Physical Geography Projects where they created posters to demonstrate their newly attained knowledge.  
The 7th graders are diligently working on their ―Create a Country‖ projects which will be presented at the ―Create a Country‖ 
Fair on November 12th.  The 8th graders have researched and created presentations on Revolutionary War figures which they are 

currently presenting in their history classes.  The creativity and acquired skills of the middle school students is amazing! 

Ms. Cassandra Smith (Social studies department head) 

Social Studies  - Middle School  

A & B

C

D & F

0

5

10

15

A & B C D & F

8A: Chapter 9 Test

14

1

5

0

5

10

15

A & B C D & F

8B Chapter 9 Test

A & B

C
D & F

0

10

20

A & B C D & F

8C Chapter 9 Test

A & B

C

D & F

0

5

10

15

A & B C D & F

8D Chapter 9 Test

9th Grade

60
99

0

50

100

150

A & B # of

Students

10th Grade

66
88

0

50

100

A & B # of

Students

11th Grade

50
65

0
20
40
60
80

A & B # of

Students



This quarter in Life Skills students learned how to operate a sewing machine.  
They created two projects throughout the quarter including projects such as 
pillows, aprons, pants, stuffed animals, and bags.  In Career Planning, students 

researched three different careers and learned about workplace discrimination.  
Students also had an opportunity to interview a professional in their chosen 
career field.  In Healthy Living, students completed a diet analysis project in 
which they analyzed the nutritional content of their diet over a three day period.  
They also had the opportunity to teach 3rd and 6th graders about the benefits of 

physical activity  

Ms. Dicicco (Life skills teacher)   

Health Profess ions

Engineering and

Industria l  Technology

Arts  and
Communications

Human Services

Business, Management,
Marketing, and

Technology

 The middle schoolers have been working excruciatingly hard this quarter as we prepared 
for the M.E.A.P.  With its completion, the sixth graders have dived in to how language can unlock 
the mysteries of the past as they read about Ancient Egypt and create their own early civilization.  
The seventh graders are completing a unit on short stories from all over the world, asking themselves, ―What does it take for 
me to become whole/complete?‖  In addition to this difficult higher order thinking, the seventh grad-

ers are working on creating their own country as part of their interdisciplinary unit with all other 
subjects.  The eighth graders are no slouches themselves as they have been analyzing various short 
stories and doing all kinds of creative writing.  Next up for eighth grade: S.E. Hinton’s classic The 

Outsiders. 

 All middle schoolers are doing a tremendous job of rising to our high expectations as we re-
quire them to read, not just on the weekends, but on a daily basis.  Thank you so much for your sup-
port.  With your help, we are certain that these middle schoolers are destined for success not just in 

the classroom, but in the real world! 

 Ninth graders have been working hard this quarter.  They have read short stories, 

written their own short stories, and they are currently trying to figure out who-done-it in our 
class version of Clue.  We will be honing our dramatic skills with Romeo and Juliet next.  
 Tenth grade is getting out of their seats and moving around to clarify events from all 
of the short stories we have been reading.  We are getting ready to move into our first novel Of 
Mice and Men.  Eleventh grade has been working on preparing for the M.M.E. with writing 
prompts and reading strategies.  Students are also diving into non-fiction with The Sea Hunt-
ers, a novel about locating shipwrecks.  Twelfth grade has taken a step back in time with An-

glo-Saxon and Medieval Literature.  Students have worked on their creative writing skills as 

well as performing characters from the stories to the class. 

Mr. Leif Batell (English department head)  
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Middle & High School English Language Arts  

Life Skills, Career Planning, and Healthy Living  

STAR INTERNATIONAL A CADEMY 

How All Star English Students Did...
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òWhat does it take for 

me to become whole/

My name is Ileana Visea, science department head, and I congratulate everyone for the hard work put into 

the science class during the first quarter!   

I want to thank all our teachers for the hard work that made our students succeed. As an example we 
have below our 9th grade students’ tests results, and we are proud of them!  There has been also a lot of 
co-teaching taking place within our department this year so far, in an attempt to make our students even 

more successful in the science area (Mrs. Lovins teamed up with Mr. Thakker and Mrs. Visea, Mrs. Amo teamed up with 
Mrs. Visea).  We also thank the dedication and work of our para-educators that really make a difference: Mrs. Carter,       

Ms. Hammons, Mrs. Khachab, Mrs. Nandakumar, Mrs. Neid, and Mr. Takkush. 

Many interesting class activities gave our students the chance to develop a better understand-
ing of the natural world, and of the science related processes that take place; and so I want to 
remind everyone of the S.O.I.L. field trip at the University of Michigan – Dearborn campus, 
where our 5th, 7th, and 8th  grade students had a very exciting experience under the guidance 
of University faculty members and students.  Our 3rd and 6th  grade students will attend in 
May of 2010.  We have also  celebrated the International Day of Science by preparing bro-
chures pertaining to science related careers, and presenting them to elementary students.  

This was a blast!.  Keep in mind the upcoming science Fair (projects to be assigned in Decem-

ber). 

                            SQ1 Test totals ï Mrs. Boussi 

Middle & High School Science  
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VOLUME 1,  ISSUE 1 

Printmaking Fish 1st grade  

Students learned how to make prints from simple shapes. 
By folding and bending scrap paper and dipping it into paint students where able to 
create unique prints on paper. By taking that paper cutting it into circles to create fish 
scales added to a fish body shape, they create one of a kind printed fish.  We added glitter to finish them off. 
 

Landscape Painting: 3rd grade  

Students were introduced to landscape drawing and painting.  Portrayal of scenes found in the natural world; grass, 
trees, flowers, houses etc.  Their paintings showed depth, and distance with the use of object placement and size.  
The students also learned painting techniques and how to handle paint and hold a paint brush.  Impressive for the 
3rd grade 
 

Still Life drawing and shading 6th grade  

Students were introduced to still life drawing.  This assignment teaches the children to be more observant, pay atten-

tion to details and how to draw what you see in front of you.  Drawing becomes easier when you break down objects 
into basic shapes.  Also d ealing with placement dept, distance and proportions, also a part of this assignment 
Student’s where introduced to the basic techniques to shading a drawing in pencils.  Most students did and out-
standing job for their grade level. 
 

Art Career business Card 9th grade  

Students were introduced to a variety of different art careers.  From a list students created 2 business cards for that 
art career. That had to include a variety of font styles and visuals that reflected the career.  Understanding that not 

all students will go into the arts they were also asked to create 2 business cards of any other career of their choice. To 
encourage the student to take a closer look at themselves they first had to design 1 business card that promotes who 

they are as a person.  Most did very impressive work they were also allowed to us the computer to help assist them. 

 

Ms. Bozeman  
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 Specials (Art)  

This has been an exciting quarter so far! 

5th grade - Students have been very busy this quarter. Students created their own story books based on the artist 
Claude Monet. Their next project involved making their own logos and recreating famous logos. Students were very 
excited to finish their clay pots, which were painted creatively. Students have begun creating mummies and learning 

about ancient Egypt. 

7th grade - Students learned about art careers and created an art career collage. Students then learned about the art-
ist M.C. Escher and worked together to create bug puzzle drawings. Students have learned about Native American to-

tem poles, and also the Renaissance. 

8th grade - Students have created hand and bug drawings in pencil to represent a specific art career. Students have 
also created large underwater scenes in groups that represent different types of Japanese artwork. Students are cur-

rently working on children’s books based on the work of artist Henri Rousseau. 

9th grade - Students have created their own personal business cards. Students have also learned about the artist 
Pablo Picasso, and created their own Cubism still life drawings. Students are currently learning about Michelangelo 

and the Renaissance, and are drawing upside down! 

Interior Design - Students have learned a lot about mixing color, creating color or rooms, planning out the lay out of a 
room, and picking out furniture to create finished room design. Students are now working on three dimensional de-

sign, creating 3D cubes and full models of houses. 

Please make sure to stop by the art room and take a look at the wonderful art that’s been created so far this quarter! 

The Arabic Elementary teachers are glad to congratulate you all for the completion of a suc-

cessful first quarter of school year. One of our important goals is to improve the students’ 

skills in writing, reading, listening, and speaking the Arabic language fluently. 

Our first quarter theme was about Family and School in which the students learned how to 

present and introduce themselves using the Arabic language. The second quarter theme is 

about school and winter. 

In our department we always make sure to enrich students with general informa-

tion about the Arab world and culture. We take this opportunity to thank all the parents for their support 

and cooperation. 

Nadia Hamdan, Rabab Kawsarani, Zeinab Chamsine, Diala Haidar, Manar Kodamah, and Rabab Chahine 

  Arabic ðElementary  

Reading comprehension
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During quarter 1, students have been working wonders in their technology classes.  The following are some of the 
highlights experienced this quarter: 
 

 6th Grade Techno-JAMZ: 

6A completed a fantastic project where they created Help Books  for first graders.  Each student made a book about a 
topic taught in first grade.  Students then took the books to 1D where they read them to the students, and then left 
them in the classroom as a guide to help the first graders.  Everybody had a fantastic time and learned along the 
way!!! 
 

 Intro to Multimedia Applications: 
Throughout quarter one, the Introduction to Multimedia Applications classes have completed some great projects!  
One of the most exciting ones was a radio broadcast.  In groups, students created a radio broadcast on a topic of 
their choice, and did an outstanding job! 
 

 Technology Integration: 
New at Star this year is a technology integration set up.  Computer teachers work with elemen-
tary and middle school homeroom teachers in order to incorporate technology into lessons.  This 
team teaching approach offers the students more than one person to go to with questions, allows 
them to witness teamwork first-hand, and livens up their lesson with technology.  We look for-

ward to more of this team-teaching throughout the rest of the year! 
 

 Visual: 

The following pictures are examples of a project done in TechnoJamz, where groups of students 
had to create ―towers‖ that were at least the height of 1 paperclip and could hold books.  These 
pictures are of the two towers that tied for holding 20 books each.  They both could have held 
more, but we ran out of books to use in testing them. 
 

Miss Sara Mrozowsky and Ms. Krista Wiley (computer teachers)  
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  Arabic ïSecondary  

STAR INTERNATIONAL A CADEMY 

Technology Summaries  

  Wow!  The secondary Arabic students have accomplished so much since the beginning of the year.  For 

two months, we have guided our students in the four basic skills essential to learning Arabic; speaking, reading, writing, 

and listening.  During the month of September, we worked on a project ―Who am I?‖, where students enthusiastically in-

troduced themselves to each other by researching about themselves and some expressing the ideas in Arabic.  In addi-

tion, many activities  took place in the classroom such as role-play, group work, reading comprehension, and learning 

grammar skills.  During the month of October, middle school students worked on a project about community, while the 

high school students focused on the process of writing to prepare them for the IDU project for the month of November. 

Athletic News  
This year marked an exciting year for our sports program at SIA.  First we saw the new athletic field across the street 
being built in front of our eyes.  We can’t wait to step foot on it.  Secondly we added two new athletic sports to our 
program: middle school soccer and boys/girls cross country.  All together SIA offered seven sports to choose from in 
the fall.  Finally, our girl’s varsity volleyball team had an impressive season that included a visit to the state districts.   
As the fall season comes to an end we are all looking forward to the winter and spring sports which include girl’s mid-
dle school basketball, baseball, softball, and girl’s soccer.  We ask that our student body come support the athletic 
program by joining teams, being supportive spectators, or by volunteering. 
 

Mr. Ray Mroueh and Mr. Bohdan Sawka  

The students of French One have been working hard the past seven weeks and we’ve made amazing progress!  We’ve had 
the opportunity to sing songs, design a family album, and carry out conversations- all in FRENCH!  The students are de-
vouring new vocabulary, spellings, and pronunciation with impressive speed.  This month we’ll be turning the classroom 

into our very own French café!  Feel free to stop by and enjoy some French cuisine!   À bientôt!   Mme Gillon                                    
 

The 2nd year French class just started the class last week, and we already learned about the ―Francophone’s countries‖. We 
went over a reading packet, where students discovered so many goods things and facts about France. Students worked hard 
on their power point presentations, where they covered many historical and artistically places in France, and more specific 

about Paris. In French class, we all agree and believe that learning is a great fun to all of us…. 

Mrs. Jaafil 

  French   



VOLUME 1,  ISSUE 1 

Welcome back Star students and parents to another successful school year.  Throughout this school year, the coun-
seling department will be focusing on various activities, including but not limited to, the National Honor Society (NHS) 
and Friday Tutoring.  We are proud to announce that an overwhelming number of our sophomores, juniors and sen-

iors have been accepted into Star International Academy’s National Honor Society.   

National Honor Society is an organization devoted to acknowledging high school students who have excelled in leader-
ship, service, character and scholarship. The NHS members are working extra hard this year to help their fellow stu-
dents in Friday tutoring.  Due to our members’ hard work and dedication, we have a 65% increase in frequency and 

participation.  Great job NHS members!  Keep up the wonderful work.   

In response to requests from the junior class we are providing a FREE ACT/MME prep course for any interested jun-
ior or senior.  Currently, there are 55 students taking advantage of this wonderful opportunity.  The class meets every 

Friday; Please sign up in the counseling office. 

The seniors are determined to be in Star International Academy’s Guinness Book of School Records J, for earning the 
highest amount of scholarship funds!  Their goal is to work together and complete as many scholarship applications 

as they are eligible for to achieve over $750,000.  Be sure to look in our quarter 2 newsletter for updates!  

Five seniors, interested in engineering have dedicated their Saturdays to attend the Ford Motor Company’s High 

School Science and Technology Program, which will give students the opportunity to earn a summer internship.  

In January, the seniors are invited to attend Automotive Education Day held at the Detroit Auto Show!  Also, Star 
International Academy’s Career Day will be held in mid January.  Volunteers who are interested in speaking to stu-
dents about their profession, please contact the school counseling office.  Additionally, we are planning a financial aid 
workshop for parents and students the first week of February.  These scheduled activities along with many others are 

beneficial to students’ education and will help better prepare them for their post-secondary education. 
 

 Hutham Tankersley, Yusra Hamadeh and Carole Hosey 

Middle and High School Counselors  
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School Counselors  

In an assembly filled with fifth graders, Wayne County Executive Robert Ficano brought the Back-to-School program 

to Star International Academy.  

On Wednesday, September 30th, 2009, Executive Ficano, joined with Superintendent Mrs. Nawal Hamadeh spoke to 

the students on the importance of a solid education for their future.  She then told the students about all the volun-
teerism that Executive Ficano and his team do for not only the schools, but the community as a whole.  Then without 

any delay, Executive Ficano was introduced by Superintendent Hamadeh.   

Executive Ficano began by taking polls asking the students what they hope to become when they get older.  In this 
crowd of SIA 5th graders there were students who hope to become, lawyers, firefighters, engineers, doctors, teachers 
and many other great careers.  He explained that for any student to achieve their goal of a successful career, educa-

tion is an essential part.   

This assembly ended with Executive Ficano and Superintendent Hamadeh passing out back packs brought by Execu-
tive Ficano and his team filled with school supplies.  To view the photos from this event please visit Star International 

Academy’s website at www.starpsa.org.  

School Events ñ WAYNE COUNTY EXECUTIVE AT SIA 

 The 2009-2010 school year has started with a bang – what a wonderful first quarter!  The K-6 counseling program 
has also taken off and is progressing successfully. My responsibilities as a school counselor includes addressing stu-
dents’ academic, personal, social, and career development needs. It is my objective, along with SIA, to work with each 
class to help create successful students. Currently, there are 13 groups that focus on academics, new students, and 
general classroom behavior. As these groups end, others will begin as needs develop. If you have a group recommen-
dation, please contact me at mginther@starpsa.org. Group ideas might include study skills, social skills, anger man-
agement, self-esteem, transitions, divorce, grief & loss, etc., and would be guided by Ms. Ginther, K-6 Counselor, 

and/or Ms. Adam, School Social Worker. Please feel free to contact me at any time with any questions or concerns.   

Thank you to all of my smiling students and supportive parents.   

Go Falcons!   

Counseling Grades K-6 

Michelle Ginther, MA, LLPC, NCC - Counselor, K-6  

http://www.starpsa.org/
mailto:mginther@starpsa.org

